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Box 1415, Washington, D.C. 20231, on August 22, 2006. 

Dated: August 22, 2006 

Atty. Docket No. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 




Applicant: Fermanetal. 

U.S. Pat.^App.No.: 09/823,377 
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Group Art Unit: 2711 
Examiner: TBD 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 37 CFR §1.98 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Applicants submit herewith one sheet of Form PTO-1449 (Modified) listing the patents 
and non-patent publications of which Applicants are aware and which Applicants desire to have 
considered by the Patent Office in accordance with 37 CFR §1.97. In accordance with 
37 CFR §1, 97(c)(2), this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted after the mailing 
date of a first Office Action on the merits of the above-identified application. Accordingly, 
enclosed is the required fee of $180. 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
will not be regarded as an admission that any patent or publication or combination of patents 
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referred to herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability under 37 CFR §1. 56(b) 
unless specifically designated as such. 

The Examiner is requested to initial Form PTO-1449 and return an acknowledgment copy 
to the Applicant to confirm that the listed references were received and considered. 

The person making this statement is the attorney who signs below on the basis of the 
information supplied by the inventor and the information in his file. 
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